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Welcoming Outreach...
OUR VISION
STATEMENT:
A WELCOMING,
GROWING
CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY
WHERE FAITH
COMES ALIVE.
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When people move into a
new city or neighbourhood,
they need to find their way
around, search out the
amenities they need and
hopefully meet some new
neighbours. It's a time of
discovery.
What better
time for businesses and organizations to reach out and
welcome these new residents. Oakridge Presbyterian Church (OPC) did just
that by collecting the addresses of houses and condos in the Oakridge community that were believed to
be sold during the summer
and early fall and then a few
weeks later hand-delivering
a Welcome package to each
home.
A few OPC volunteers
stayed after a Wednesday
morning cafe in November
and assembled 135 Welcome packages, each containing a Welcome message

from Pastor Ed, the OPC
Welcome booklet and a
leaflet for each of the OPC
ministries and programs
including the HUBB Christmas dinner and the Christmas worship services. In

early December eight volunteers delivered the Welcome packages to about
120 new Oakridge neighbours; the remaining residences were either still unsold or vacant
Quite a few of the new
neighbours were home at
the time, including two families unloading their moving
trucks. The volunteers reported being well received
at the door and, in some

cases, even invited to step
inside. The new residents
seemed pleased that someone took time to visit them;
some said we were their
first visitor. The volunteers
who delivered outside their
own neighbourhood also
reported it was a learning
experience as they navigated their way around a
new part of the community.
This project was undertaken
by the OPC Transforming
Mission Team (TMT) whose
mandate is to reach out to
unchurched people in the
Oakridge community, to
introduce them to the Christian faith and build up the
body of Christ at OPC. It is
hoped that this will become
a semi-annual event as we
seek to serve Christ in our
neighbourhood. The next
campaign is expected for
early summer.

Opportunities @ OPC...
Lots of activities and groups
to participate in at OPC…
Women’s Evening Connection
Wednesday, January 29,
7—8:30 pm;

Wednesday Morning Café
10—11:30am; Bible study;
youth program; music programs for adults and kids;
and more. Check the bulletin

and screens at the Welcome
Desk and in the Sanctuary.
Let 2020 be the year you get
involved!
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O Holy Night Nativity…
A small group of dedicated volunteers decided to
initiate this nativity display as I attended one
many years ago and
thought it was lovely
(there are churches in
the States that have
these displays and have
over 5000 sets).
Our OPC group wanted
to put the focus on Christ
instead of Santa, shopping, gifts, and all the
non-secular aspects of
Christmas. We felt that
it was a beautiful way to
start the Christmas season: it would provide a
very calming, Christcentred moment during
the run up to Advent.
Sixty-four nativity displays were donated. All
were different. Some
were
handmade
of
wood, flower pots, brass,
wool and some were

Hand-made
nativity wreath

Did you know
Mission Services
picks up donations
from the box
in the Narthex
every week?

store-bought.
There were sets that
were very tiny, one was
for a dollhouse, while
other sets were quite
large with a barn setting
(one of the barns even
had chickens in it!). Two
of the sets were made by
8 year old children (two
wonderful Sunday school
teachers are out there!)
There was also a Fisher
Price nativity set that
shows all ages need one!
(it played Away in a Manger).
There were ones made
by OPC members, for
example, Iona Gibbings
lent us a wreath that she
had made herself, which
showed all the nativity
figures, and a wooden
puzzle that the Woodys
had made.
Many countries and cultures were showcased -

one set was an Inuit
mother, father, baby Jesus; there were ones
from Africa, Peru, Bethlehem, Mexico, Puerto
Rico, and Quebec.
The tea room was beautifully decorated with
white tablecloths and
Christmas decorations.
There was a door prize,
which let us track where
visitors came from and
how many.
Approximately 100 visitors from
all over London came.
People stayed to visit,
enjoy the homemade
cookies and coffee/tea
and listen to the Christmas CD that the OPC
Choir made under the
direction of Janet Fischer
a previous choir director.
Thanks to all the people
who helped!
Janice Orr, Janis Gardner,
Heather Long, and Sue
McKay.

Changes….
In Memoriam- We extend
our condolences to the
families of Darren Salmond;
Richard Heard; Sandy Langman; Kathy Baljet; Donna
Daley-Dickson; Rev. Clyde
Westhaver; Dr. Hugh Edgar;
Jess Troyer; Louise Rogers.
Celebrations – Congratulations to Bill and Alice Reid
on their 50th Anniversary
and to Caroline Oudyk and
THE
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Simon Tanner on their recent wedding.
Baptism – We celebrated
the baptisms of Joseph
McCallum Myette,
Benjamin Bailey and Jonah
Taylor.
New Members - Welcome
to new members: Jeff Hopkins; Brittany Hopkins; Donna Menary; Manal Rizk.
Cork and Gourd
Nativities
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There were
Nativity sets
from all over
the world and
many cultures.

HUBB Dinner...
Have you attended a HUBB dinner? This outreach/fellowship
service began in September. It
is a dinner that is open to the
members of OPC, neighbours
and friends…in other words,
anyone! The dinner is complimentary for the community and
is followed by singing and a
short message. I attended my
first HUBB dinner in January…it

was certainly a delicious and
filling spaghetti dinner that provided an opportunity to catch
up with OPC members and chat
with some neighbours.
The hospitality of the January
dinner was shared with members of the London Presbytery
that held its monthly meeting
at OPC. There were many satisfied presbyters!

Consider coming on out for the
next HUBB dinner. It certainly
does demonstrate OPC’s Hospitality and is promoting Unity
and Bridge Building. Come for
dinner! (PS, I’m sure volunteers
are always welcomed, too!)
Janet Donkervoort

3

Lead Minister: Rev. Ed Hoekstra
Pastoral Care Ministry: Wilma Boyce
Children & Family Ministry: Sonia Brulé
Youth & Young Adults Ministry: Jeff Hopkins
Music Ministry: Dave Buckley
Korean Ministry: Rev. Susan Lee
Office Administrator: Kathy MacDonald
Business Administrator: John Radossevich
Custodian: Lawrence Mizzi

Message from the Editor
We’re always on the lookout for OPC news,
so feel free to pass on any newsworthy
information! You might also want to share
a favourite recipe or share an inspirational

Contact us at:

message. You may email me or leave your

970 Oxford St., W.

information in the Oakleaf mailbox.

London, Ontario

Janet Donkervoort, Editor

N6H 1V4
Phone: 519-471-2290
Fax: 519-471-0128
E-mail: oakridgenewsletter404@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridgechurch.ca

Reminders...
Every Monday morning volunteers meet to count the collections from the Sunday Services.
It’s not a ‘hard’ job, but does require attention to detail in order
to balance what comes out of the
envelopes with what is written on
the outside! To help make their
job a bit easier remember:
Please do not fold those bills
(they really will fit in the envelope!), as the new plastic bills
don’t flatten out well at all; you
need use only one envelope even
if you have ‘missed’ a week or so
(you don’t need to either write a
separate cheque for each week or
put separate cash in each week’s

envelope….just write one cheque
or put the cash all in one); and
please put your envelope number
on the front of your cheque.
Thanks so much! PS: remember
you can also sign up for automatic withdrawal…check with the
office for more information or
contact Nancy Martin, envelope
secretary.

Sweethearts Dinner
Saturday, February 08th
at 6 pm
$40/couple
Menu: Chicken marsala or
Mushroom Risotto
Served with roasted potatoes
and garden salad
Proceeds go to OPC Kids

