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From Pastor Ed…
OUR VISION
STATEMENT:
A WELCOMING,
GROWING
CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY
WHERE FAITH
COMES ALIVE.
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The
Lord
is
Good!
Throughout the year and
during our Advent and
Christmas celebrations we
have had several joyful
occasions where our congregation shared the love
of Christ.
First of all, I want to give
thanks to God for the love
and prayer/support that
our congregants have for
one another. This is seen in
friendships; in all of our
small group ministries; and
through our church connectors who intentionally
visit others and make regular contact.
Our 4th Annual Community
Christmas Dinner on Dec.
23 was an outreach to the
wider community of Oakridge and beyond. This
was a way to share our
good fortune and the
cheer of the holiday season with friends old and
new and neighbours or
those who may not have a
family to share this joyous
season with.
The

"30

hour famine"

Participation in the city–
wide Alpha program has
been a blessing to those
who attended here at Oakridge. We hope to start a
new Alpha session again
on January 31st.

Nov. 28 Women’s Advent
event was a fun way to
kick off the Advent season.
About 24 woman gathered
and shared how the season can bring us Peace,
Hope, Joy, and Love.
A delicious Christmas dinner fundraiser on Dec. 3 hosted by our Korean
speaking members. The
special music was also
greatly appreciated.

Staff enjoying a Christmas
lunch.

We have had significant
events leading up to
Christmas:

fundraiser by the youth of
OPC on Dec. 30th. Money
was raised for the new
skate park at the Youth for
Christ centre on Adelaide
St. here in London.
Finally, a note of thanks for
the beautiful Christmas
services on Christmas Eve
and on the Sundays leading up to Christmas. In
spite of the weather, the
attendance was strong and
a joyful response was giv-

Christmas dinner for those
enrolled in the YMCA/ESL
program was held on Dec.
20th. (See the Mission and
Outreach article on pg. 5)
en by those who attended.
Many thanks to the Buckleys for their leadership;
the choirs; the musicians;
the readers; and all the
supportive volunteers for
the services.
Thanks be to God!
Pastor Ed
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Upcoming Events…
Congregational Prayer
Meeting Please join us
on Saturday, January
27th, 2018, 9:30 to
11:00am.
Have your
morning coffee with us
and join us in the Sanctuary for Prayer. We are
facing major changes at
Oakridge and need to
pray for direction and
guidance.
Women’s Evening Connection - 7-8:30pm in

Put your dancin’
shoes on!

the Upper Room.
An
opportunity to connect
with women of all ages. Tues. Jan. 30th cooking casseroles together to give to people
in our church family experiencing difficulties. One of our members will also share her
faith journey. Tues. Feb.
27th - Christian Yoga
(mat or chair ), also followed by a faith story.

We hope you will join
us!!
Church Sound System
Fund Raiser – Sat., February 10, 7:30 – 10pm at
OPC with
live band
“Sophisticated Swing”.
Put your dancin’ shoes
on!
Tickets: $15/person or
$25/couple. Available at
the church office or from
Dave Feenstra

Children’s Ministry…
Written by Sonia Brulé
(with excerpts from Dr.
Seuss) and under the
direction of Dave and
Anca Buckley, “King Herod the Grinch” was a
delightful experience for
all who attended.
The children from the
ages of 3 – 13 years old
did a great job comparing King Herod to the

OPC
Christmas
Pageant:
King Herod
the Grinch

Grinch, from ‘The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas’,
while adding classic
Christmas carols.
The angels looked super
sweet in their costumes
with wings and halos;
while the shepherds’
comical take on spreading the gospel made the
audience giggle.

The star literally lit up
the stage as Mary and
Joseph kept watch over
baby Jesus. The wise
men and King Herod
(with his very dramatic
death scene), were spectacular in their portrayal
of the characters. What a
great reminder of what
Christmas is truly about.

Parents & Tots…
The Parents & Tots Drop
In group gives families a
place to meet with other
families, share experiences and interests as
well as resources while
having fun playing with
their children. Parents &
Tots Drop In takes place
THE

OAK

LEAF

Fridays
from
9:3011:30am and is open to
children from birth to 5
Years old.
To support this program,
we are currently looking
for any gently used preschool toys such as: art
easels, basketball hoop,

pack and go playpen,
portable swing, kitchen
set and dress up clothes.
Please contact Sonia
Brulé if you have any
items you wish to donate.
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Prayer at OPC…

Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in Prayer.
(Romans 12:12)
Pray continually
(1 Thessalonians 5:17)

Prayer opens our eyes of
faith to see God at work in
our lives and in the world.
Prayer is not only the foundation for our Church it is
also the foundation of our
individual faith. It is a powerful way to communicate
with the Lord that can be
focused on specific issues.
At Oakridge we have a Prayer Team who meet the second Monday every month.

Our focus is to promote
Prayer at Oakridge.
If you are interested in joining this group please contact
Pat Griffin at
pk1griffin@gmail.com.
We are hoping to hold a
Spring event and would appreciate fresh ideas.

ond opportunity is a tutoring
session for players in our
young praise band happening Wednesday evenings at
5:15pm. These classes join
the line-up of our string class
at 4:15pm Thursdays; Young
Praise band and guitar at
5pm Thursdays; and our Triple Cord Chorus practices
Thursdays at 5:45pm. Our

Chancel Choir practices continue at 7:15 pm. Thursdays,
with new members always
welcome.
Newcomers for any of our
groups are invited to talk
to Dave or Anca Buckley
before attending their first
classes.

Changes…
In Memorium- We extend
our condolences to the families of Jean Orr who passed
away in September, Joyce
Bell and Marion McKee who
passed away in October, and
John Gillies who passed
away in November.

Baptisms – We celebrated
the baptism in October of
Christy, daughter of Soon
Myoung Kwon and Gracie
Cheong.
Celebrations – Congratulations to the following mem-

hope,
patient in
affliction,
faithful in
Prayer"
(Romans 12:12)
"Pray
continually" (1
Thessalonians 5:
17)

Music Ministry…
Two new music classes have
begun for children and
youth. One is a half hour tutoring program for young
violin beginners happening
on Wednesdays at 4 pm.
Children learn the fingering
and music reading associated with the basic fingering
positions for 3 fingers on
each of the strings. The sec-

"Be joyful in

bers/adherents who celebrated birthdays: Gail Westhaver, Anthony Malloy, Anca
Buckley, Don Dool and Bob
Shirley. Della and Virgil Gingrich celebrated their 65th
anniversary in September.

3

PAGE

4

Spirituality…
St Augustine wrote in the
4th Century, “Our hearts
are restless until they
rest in you O God”. Are
you experiencing an inner longing or restlessness that might offer you
an invitation to further
exploration?
At Oakridge you are given the opportunity to be
in a place of sanctuary
where you can pause
and listen to the stirrings
of the Spirit within and

draw you closer to God.
In times like this a retreat or a spiritual guide
can be the place/person
which offers an invitation
to slow down and rest
awhile in order to gain
perspective.
A spring
retreat is currently being
planned.
For some of us we are
able to choose times to
pause and find a lifegiving place. For others
to do so there is no place

except by decision and
intention.
A spiritual
companion or spiritual
director can be helpful to
help listen to what is
most vital and important
to your personal spiritual
growth. This companion
might suggest books,
exercises and prayer
methods to draw you
closer to God and others.
For more info contact
Jean
Cameron
at
519-657-9376.

Church Connectors…
Did you know
Mission Services
picks up donations
from the box in
the Narthex every
week?

There are so many ways
to get connected at OPC!

What about a prayer
team or a Bible Study?

If you are hoping to
make more connections,
do you prefer a social
group? There is a group
that meets monthly at
Cherryhill Village Mall in
the food court.

Or do you need a pastoral care visitor?

Or would you like to be
part of a monthly potluck
for new members?

(519) 471-2290 ext 225 or
wboyce@oakridge.london.on.ca

Perhaps you would like
to become part of the
team of Church Connectors?
Contact Wilma and tell
her how you would like
to be connected:

Thanks…
So much of what
we do at Christmas comes out of
gratitude
for
God’s abundance
- The Christmas
Giving Tree is one
of those practicTHE
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es. People at OPC contributed over $1500
which was distributed in
the form of gift cards to
others with the desire to
share that abundance we
experience where it was
needed. With each dona-

tion an ornament was
chosen and hung on the
Christmas Giving Tree –
isn’t it beautiful! Thank
you for sharing God’s
abundance!
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Mission & Outreach…
On December 20, during the
lunch hour, the Mission and
Outreach team hosted, with
the help of great volunteers,
a traditional Christmas dinner for students who are
enrolled in the YMCA/ESL
program here at Oakridge.
Numerous volunteers and
staff cooked, carved turkeys,
set up tables, chairs, etc.
About 80 adults and their
children were treated to tur-

key, stuffing, potatoes, vegetables, gravy and cranberry
sauce for the main course.
Pumpkin, apple and blueberry pie rounded out the meal.
Some dishes were unfamiliar
to
our
new
Canadians...cranberry sauce in particular was a source of mystery!
We shared the Christmas
story and Christmas songs.
We finished off with a rous-

ing chorus of ‘We Wish You a
Merry Christmas’!
Our guests were very appreciative. One of the teachers
commented how hospitable
and supportive the church
has been to the English second language students.
Sharing our Christmas traditions with those new to Canada was a joy.

Many volunteers
made the
lunch possible.

From Rev. John:
My dear brothers and sisters at
Oakridge Presbyterian Church, as
you know I am leaving OPC at the
end of March 2018.
I want to thank you for the support
and the opportunities that you have
provided me during the last seven
years. I have truly enjoyed the ministries at Oakridge Presbyterian
Church, and I believe God will continue to bless Oakridge Presbyterian
Church.
For me, I can no longer ignore the
nudge God has given me and I believe God has recently called me to
go and begin a new chapter in my
life. I appreciate your continued
support and prayers in the future.

Words to our youth: I am so
sorry that I will leave you. You
have made my stay at Oakridge
Presbyterian an experience
filled with joy and thanksgiving.
You are the most important
asset at Oakridge Presbyterian
Church and to me. I will continue to pray for you by name, and
I have confidence in God’s power that is in you that God can do
amazing things through you.
I believe God has specifically
told me to spend some time in
studying and sharpening my
theology. So, for a few months,
at least, after resignation, I am
going to spend time in studying
and in discernment about some

specific action plans for the
vision God gave me. I have no
immediate plans to move to a
ministry position in any other
church. I leave Oakridge Presbyterian Church in a good spirit.
I appreciate if you can continue
to pray for me and my family. If
you would like, you can visit my
family’s new website and subscribe to our newsletter
Thank you once again for the
years of fellowship and partnership. I love you in the love of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
Rev. John
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Ministers: Rev. Ed Hoekstra
Rev. John Park
Korean Ministry: Rev. Susan Lee
Pastoral Care: Wilma Boyce
Children’s Programs: Sonia Brule
Music Programs: David Buckley
Office: Kathy MacDonald
Business: Michael McCallum
Custodian: Lawrence Mizzi

Message from the Editor:

Contact us:

Janet Donkervoort, Editor

Thanks again to all who make this newsletter possible. And a big thanks to all who made the
Christmas Season so special and joy-filled.

970 Oxford St., W.
London, Ontario
N6H 1V4
Phone: 519-471-2290
Fax: 519-471-0128
E-mail: oakridgenewsletter404@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:
www.oakridgechurch.ca

Session Reports...
On January 9, 2018, the Presbytery of London formally accepted
Rev John’s resignation from OPC.
Bob Shirley, Clerk of Session, and
Ian Buchanan addressed Presbytery on behalf of OPC. They each
spoke of Rev John’s contributions
to OPC in youth, contemporary,
and outreach areas. Rev Ed
spoke of their time working together. All related Rev John’s
passion for spreading God’s word.
Prior to this meeting, the Presbytery Visitation Team held a series
of meetings at OPC with both
ministers, Session, and members
of the congregation. Despite yet
another snowstorm, about 20
members came out to share how
Rev John has added to the life at

OPC. They echoed what Session
had shared: that John has provided valuable leadership to our
youth and young adults as well as
to all our members. His tireless
work on the Alpha program and
building our contemporary service was also lauded. Rev John
will be with us until the end of

OPC is excited about where
God leads us.

March when he begins the next
stage of his journey where our
Lord is leading him.
The Session of OPC is in the process of discerning how to meet
the needs of our congregation as
we move into the future. The
Presbytery is there to assist
churches as they address the
changes that occur when a minister leaves. The Visitation Team’s
time with us was useful in providing other ‘eyes’ to look at where
we are and where we want to go.
Their report, which we look forward to, will be shared with OPC.

