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Welcome back Open House and BBQ…
OUR VISION
STATEMENT:
A WELCOMING,
GROWING
CHRISTIAN
COMMUNITY
WHERE FAITH
COMES ALIVE.
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The OPC staff developed
plans for an Open House and
Barbecue for church members, visitors and the local
community. Staff and group
leaders set up displays in the
narthex describing the ministries and activities members
and visitors may want to participate in.
Doug Jamieson agreed to
convene the barbecue event
and Crystal Bell offered to
oversee food preparation in
the kitchen. A menu was
planned to accommodate 300
people served buffet-style in
Oakridge Hall (gymnasium)
from 11 a.m to 1 p.m. Supplies were purchased the

week before from local stores
mostly at discounted prices.
Members were invited to
participate as greeters, barbecuers, food preparation,
food servers, setup and
cleanup. A total of 30 volunteers were involved as follows: greeters – 3; table and
chair setup – 3; corn huskers
– 10; barbecuers - 3; food
preparation – 6; food servers
– 6; tear down – 6.
Table settings for 160 people,
slicing of watermelon and
cutting of rice krispy squares
started at 9 a.m. Two kettles
of water were brought to
boiling for the corn. Coleslaw, prepared earlier, was

placed in bowls for serving.
Barbecues were lit at 10:15
a.m.; barbecuing of hamburgers and wieners began 15
minutes later. Hamburgers
and wieners were placed in
buns by kitchen staff just prior to serving. The single serving line was changed to a
double line in order to speed
up food service which began
about 11:15 a.m. at the conclusion of the worship service. Almost everyone had
been served by 12:10 p.m.
The Open House and BBQ
was well attended and we are
thankful for that.

This Summer at Camp...
It has been an exciting and
record breaking summer here
at Camp Kintail! This past
June we completed construction on the newest facility at
Camp Kintail called The Nest.
This year-round building provides new washroom and
shower facilities to our growing camper population; creates new program, meeting
and dining spaces; creates

new rooms for our Leader in
Training (LIT) program and
more. Summer 2018 was a
record breaking year for
attendance at Camp Kintail.
We served over 1700 campers this past summer and
employed nearly 100 summer
staff. Our ‘Kintail on the
Road’ traveling VBS was at 16
different congregations which
is a partnership between

Camp and congregations that
we strongly believe in. We
believe that Camp is an important shared ministry and
would like to thank you for
your support over the years.
It is an important part of our
mission to sow the seeds of
faith in the young people who
attend camp and help to
grow our next generation of
Christian leaders.
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Kids’ Ministry...
Digging into Discipleship brings a fresh approach to
growing a lifelong relationship with God. As kids explore
God’s
character
throughout the Bible, God
transforms them from the
inside out. Kids discover
what it means to reflect the
heart of God in everyday
life.
Moms and Tots group Whether you are a soon-tobe mom, first-time mom or
seventh-time mom, you are
welcome here. Whether
you are an adoptive mom,

Mission Services

In early June an OPC retreat
was held at St. George’s
Anglican Church.
The
theme of the retreat was
‘Life in the Vine.’ In response to the retreat, one
of the participants wrote,
“Thank you to each one of
you (presenters) and to
Oakridge
Presbyterian
Church.” The ripples from
the retreat continue to

picks up donations
from the box in
the Narthex every
week?

Changes…
In Memorium- We extend
our condolences to the
families of Lillian Martin,
Ted Maxwell and Kirsta
Smith who passed away.
Baptisms – We celebrated
the baptism of Olivia and
Violet, daughters of Brock
and Caroline Childerhose.
OAK

Bible Readings –We will
continue with our Bible
Readings this year. Complete your readings, answer
the questions and earn
Bible Bucks. Trade them in
Sunday or save for a bigger

prize! Happy Reading!
Bible at a glance –Every
week you can explore one
book of the Bible at a
Glance and find out who
the author is, when it was
written, why it’s important
and more!
Coming Soon to OPC! Planning Centre Check In system is a fast and secure
way to make sure our kids
at OPC are safe. More details to follow.
OPC Kids Ministry and
Nursery available at 9:15am
and 11 am.

OPC Retreat news…

Did you know

THE

young mom, foster mom,
stepmom or any other type
of mom, you are welcome
here. Whether you are a
Dad you are welcome here!
Join us Thursday mornings
from 9:30 -11am starting
Sept 13, 2018. Refreshments will be provided for
both parents and toddlers.
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spread out in our lives.
Later in June the retreat
was offered again. As with
the first retreat it was well
received. A note expressed
specific thanks for helping
those who attended to put
‘Abiding in the Vine’ into
practice.

retreat this past year, consider making it a priority for
the coming year. We look
forward to seeing you!

We look forward to continuing this ministry. If you
were unable to attend the

Celebrations – Congratulations to the following members/adherents who celebrated milestone birthdays:
Susanne Leach, Mary Hammond and Nancy Martin.
Bob and Marg Shirley and
Ron and Sharon Robinson
celebrated their 50th anniversary, and Keith and Mar-

ilyn Cann and Don and Marge
McAlpine celebrated their
60th anniversary.
New Adult Members – The
following adults joined OPC:
Paul Chan, Sook Chang, Robert Furness, Jerry Heerema,
Elsie Kaupert, Dave Lapthorne and Mary Jane Lapthorne.
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Transforming Mission Team (TMT)...
We are excited to announce
that the TM Team regrouped at
its May 2nd meeting with former members Olive Bell
(former chairperson), Dave
Feenstra, Rev. Ed Hoekstra and
three new members Rosalie
Jamieson, Jeff Hopkins and
Doug Jamieson (lead).
This team will continue to administer the annual grant from
the Oakridge Presbyterian
Church Outreach Fund held by
the London Community Foundation (LCF). Oakridge Presbyterian Church (OPC) is the des-

ignated charity. This grant will
be generated in perpetuity
from the investment of funds
donated to the LCF by an anonymous donor.
The donor has specified that
the grant is to be used by OPC:
-to reach unchurched people,
brand new to the faith
-to introduce unchurched people to the Christian faith
-to build up the body of Christ
at
Oakridge
Presbyterian
Church
-This fund is an investment in

people and outreach only and
not to be used for bricks, mortar and facility operations.
While several existing OPC ministries wholly or partially meet
the grant specifications, the TM
Team is also looking for new
initiatives to fulfil its mandate
within the overall strategy for
evangelism at OPC. Suggestions
from the congregation are welcome. For further information,
please contact Doug Jamieson
at djamieson_ca@yahoo.ca or
(519) 440-6876; or any TMT
member.

Transforming
Mission
Team works
to reach the

OPC Legacy Fund Appeal...
Prior to the Legacy Fund, OPC
had a Memorial Fund which
primarily accumulated money
from donations made at funerals as well as the odd one time
gift. We changed the name
about 10 years ago as part of a
bigger plan that included – a)
creating a fund with a better
defined purpose, b) developing
policies around management of
the money and c) starting to
build a more meaningful
amount of money.
The purpose of the OPC Legacy
Fund is to provide funding for
Mission, Education and Capital
needs. Unless otherwise stipulated, legacy gifts are preserved
and only the income generated
from the gift is used. While our
current Legacy Fund balance of
just over $400,000 may appear
substantial, Rev. Herb Gale who

preached a few years ago, suggested that for a church of our
size, we should have a Legacy
Fund balance between $1 mil
and $1.5 mil. Despite being
short of that target however,
we do have a material fund and
the income is being used for
things like funding of the Alpha
program, building the youth
room, paying for a portion of
the cost of Christian education
(i.e. David Yu, Michel Schomburg, John Park and Gail Turnbull), various mission projects,
the recent Dale Woods presentation to Session and more.
We know many in the congregation have made plans to
leave money to the OPC Legacy
Fund. Some have told us of
their plans and some prefer to
keep that information confidential. Both are fine. We would

simply like to ask that each
member of the congregation
prayerfully consider an enduring gift that will help ensure
Christ’s mission on earth is being fulfilled. As you pray, please
keep in mind that the gifts we
all have and the money we accumulate throughout our lives,
is not really ours. It is a gift from
God. And that makes a compelling spiritual argument that at
least some of the personal
wealth we accumulate should
be left for God’s work on earth
when we are done.
There are a number of ways to
leave a legacy gift and many
have material tax benefits and
virtually no cost to you. If you
are interested in learning more,
please contact Anne Leeson at
(519) 679-8236 or Geoff Pulford
at (519) 661-9785.
May God Bless
Finance and Technology Team

unchurched
… volunteers
welcomed!
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Stewardship…
God calls us to be Stewards
of God’s Treasured Possession --- His People
As we saw in Exodus 6:7,
the covenantal relationship
God shares with his people
hinges on our belonging to
him. In Exodus 19:5-6 God
adds a conditon: he requires us to respond to his
generosity by stewarding
our part of the bargain---by
keeping up with our own
covenantal
obligation.
God’s people are blessed so
we can be a blessing. The
New Testament calls upon
Christians to be conformed
to Christ’s image, a new
covenant manifestation of
our identity as God’s treasured possessions.

Giving...God’s way
of raising people
into the likeness
of his Son

Christian financial stewardship leader Howard Dayton
has this to say about the
stewardship implications of
this commission: Our heavenly Father wants us as his
children to be conformed
to the image of his Son.
The character of Christ is
unselfish.
Unfortunately,
humans are by nature
selfish. One of the key
ways our character becomes conformed to Christ
is by habitual giving. Some-

Did you know
Mission Services
picks up donations
from the box in
the Narthex
every week?

one once said, “Giving is
not God’s way of raising
money, it is God’s way of
raising people into the likeness of his Son.
Evangelical theologian R.
Scott Rodin explores the
difficulties we encounter in
terms of our stewardship
role when we fail to understand the implications of
our identity in Christ: How
do we define ourselves, our
purpose for being here, our
vocation and our future?
The process of understanding who our God is, and
therefore of understanding
what is real, leads to the
realization that knowing
who our God is determines
our self-knowledge. We
were created by this God,
and we were loved, saved,
called and empowered by
this God to be the people
of the Kingdom of this God.
If we are created beings,
we can only “find ourselves” in an understanding
of the heart of our Creator.
Apart from that certain
knowledge, our entire existence is called into question.....Within the church
[the] lack of anchoring of
our ethics to our self-

understanding found in
Jesus Christ leads too often
to a detached Biblicism
where the Bible is read as a
spiritual first-aid book, leaving us to pick and choose
remedies that seem applicable to the ills of our
day….[In] this lack of
grounding and certainty,
stewardship studies have to
define their purpose according to secular values
such as a sense of altruism
(“just because I’m a good
person”) or a general philanthropy (love of humanity
in general), or in the less
enviable motivations such
as guilt (“all those starving
children”), fear (you too
may one day have cancer),
personal gain (it’s deductible, after all) recognition
(brass plaques galore!) or
misplaced loyalty (the
church says, “Do It!”).
When these are the driving
forces for our ethics of
stewardship they always
lead us to a dead end. This
is the quagmire of a stewardship ethic detached
from a self-understanding
that comes from the heart
of our Creator.
Submitted by Crystal Bell
excerpts from the NIV
Stewardship Study Bible

Camp Kintail….one of the many
places our contributions support.
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Mission & Outreach: Residential Schools, By David R. Elliott
tives at the school you will have
very little contact with them
because you have to sleep in a
bunk assigned to your number.
You will eat at a table place,
marked with your number.
Many years ago my mother
commented; “I wonder why
native people look so sad all of
the time?” After our recent trip
to the former Residential
School at Brantford and the Six
Nations Reserve the seventeen
of us who went we may have an
answer to her question. That
residential school operated
between 1831 and 1970. Over
15,000 native children went
through it.
Imagine in your mind that you
are a four year old child and the
government has ordered that
you are to be taken away from
your family and sent hundreds
of miles away to a residential
school. If you were sent to the
Mohawk Institute, the name of
the residential school at
Brantford, on arrival your
clothes and possessions are
taken away from you and you
are given a uniform. Your hair
is cut and you are assigned a
number, which will be your
identification for everything.
You will no longer have a personal name. You are number
507. You can no longer speak
your own language, but must
learn English. If you speak your
own language, you will be punished severely.
Even if you have siblings or rela-

The food was poor.
Even
though boys had to work the
farms that were connected to
the schools, the produce was
often sold to the local community. Children got powdered
milk, even though fresh milk
from the farm was being sold in
Brantford.
Those who broke the rules or
tried to run away were severely
punished. Native culture did
not practice physical discipline
so this was a great shock. Sexual abuse by staff members also
happened to some.
If your parents ever came to
visit you, you were not allowed
to speak to them in your native
language because all visits were
supervised and you would be
punished if your spoke to your
parents in any language other
than English.
Your parents
might not be able to speak English and so there was a great
silence. Because of the distance, parental visits were few
or none. And they may not
have been able to pay for your
trip home during the summer
months. Some children had to
stay at the residential school for
twelve years, without a break,
until they were graduated.
These residential schools were
paid for by the government, but
run by churches: Catholic, Angli-

can, Presbyterian and Methodist. Even if your family were
not Christians, you would be
forced to attend the services of
the church operating the residential school and go though its
rites without parental approval.
Girls who went through the
residential schools learned
some domestic skills half of the
day. Boys, on the other hand,
spent half of their day as slave
labour on the farms. Their ability to get employment on or off
the reserve was limited because
their knowledge and skills only
equipped them for menial
work. The purpose of these
schools was to take the “savage
out of the child,” but who in
fact were the “savages?” This
treatment was ill-human and
we need to be ashamed of
what our governments and our
churches have done.
We know from history that people placed in prisoner of war
camps
and
concentration
camps, tried to resist their captors in many ways. So did the
children at the Mohawk Institute.
The children burned
down the school on two separate occasions. We visited the
third school on the site.
(cont’d pg. 6)

OPC bus trip to the Brantford school

“What can

we do?”
The reply:
“Start the
conversation.
You have many
more contacts
than we have.”
And so we are
starting the
conversation
here at
Oakridge
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Minister: Rev. Ed Hoekstra
Korean Ministry: Rev. Susan Lee
Pastoral Care Ministry: Wilma Boyce
Youth & Young Adults Ministry: Jeff Hopkins
Children & Family Ministry: Sonia Brule
Music Ministry: David Buckley
Office: Kathy MacDonald
Business: Caroline McCallum
Custodian: Lawrence Mizzi
Contact us at:
970 Oxford St., W.

A big thank you to the staff and all who contributed to the Open House and BBQ event
we celebrated on September 9th!
It was a good time of worship and celebration
of our faith in Christ and the ministry we have
together at OPC!
In peace and Joy.
Pastor Ed

London, Ontario
N6H 1V4
Phone: 519-471-2290
Fax: 519-471-0128
E-mail: oakridgenewsletter404@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.oakridge.london.on.ca

Residential Schools (cont’d)...
Government documents show
that the purpose of the schools
was to “euthanize” native culture,
identity and community so their
land could be easily acquired for
white settlement. The native
children who went to residential
school were often left without an
identity, family connection and
love, and possible anger to their
parents for allowing them to be
sent to residential school. Unfortunately, the parents had no
choice. They would be jailed if
they did not comply. It is not
surprising that many of these
children did not know how to
parent when they themselves had
children.
This created multigenerational trauma.

And so residential schools are
one of the reasons why native
people often look sad. There are
many other reasons which we will
later learn about. Because the
Christian churches were partners
with the Canadian government in
this abuse of native children we
are going slow in how we formulate our project for healing and
reconciliation and mission. Our
denomination has formally apologized for its role in this and has
paid compensation to the victims.
But money does not solve the
pain inflicted. We need to listen
and learn of their experiences
and support their cause where
we can and help when we are
asked.

OPC has started the conversation.

One of our native guides, when
asked “what can we do,” said,
“start the conversation. You have
many more contacts than we
have.” And so we are starting the
conversation here at Oakridge as
are many other churches. Talk to
those of us who went on the trip
to Brantford.

